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	Question 1 – What do forests and woods mean to you? 


	· Valuable leisure resource
· Available for all, including properly organised motor sport activities


	Question 2 – What is your vision for the future of England’s forests and woods? 


	· Continue to see all responsible users co-exist and utilise the forests – as they do now
· Minority activities not excluded, such as motor sport
· ALL existing activities undertaken with the Forestry Commission to be protected under any future sale contract – not just walking, riding, cycling, etc.



	Question 3 – What do you feel to be the benefits of forests and woods to: 
	

	a) you personally; 


	· The forests provide a valuable national resource that allows properly organised and regulated motor sport events to take place. 

· Motor sport events are responsibly organised in collaboration with the Forestry Commission.

· All motor sport events take great care to avoid particular times of year that would adversely affect the natural habitat within the forests, e.g. mating seasons, etc.

· Restricting access to these forests for motor sport events would do great damage to a sport at which Britain excels internationally.

· It would also undermine the associated motor sport industry that provides 40,000 jobs, 4,500 businesses and an estimated £4.5bn to the UK economy.


	b) society as a whole;   
	

	c) the natural environment; and 
	

	d) the economy? 
	

	Question 4 – We would like to hear about your suggestions of practical solutions and good practice which can be replicated more widely. 


	· Motor sport currently operates in association with the Forestry Commission to ensure that all legitimate motor sport events are properly organised, fully insured and undertaken with absolute consideration to other forest users.
· A Concordat already exists between the Motor Sports Association and the Forestry Commission which sets out, at a national level, a common understanding of best practice to minimise the impact of these activities on the surrounding environment.

· A Master Agreement also details the charges paid by motor sport events for the use of the forests – this central negotiation arrangement is essential to ensure a level playing field for both sides and all parties, and prevents the time-consuming need for smaller negotiations to take place around the country.



	Question 5 – What do you see as the priorities and challenges for policy about 

England’s forests and woods?


	· Ensuring that all existing users can continue to enjoy their use of the public forest estate
· Ensuring that minority activities are not outlawed by the views of the majority

· Ensuring that illegal and anti-social behaviour is prevented, but not at the expense of legitimate and responsible users


